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Natural disasters: 2.5 million 
displaced in India in 2022

SAMREEN WANI 

New Delhi, 16 May 

A range of natural disasters displace 
millions of Indians each year. An 
analysis of data from the Geneva-

based Internal Displacement Monitoring 
Centre (IDMC) shows that Internal dis-
placement in India was 2.5 million in 2022. 
The average displacement in the country 
in the last seven years has been over 3 mil-
lion annually.   

This means that as many people as cur-
rently reside in Bhopal are displaced by 
natural disasters every year in India. An 
internal displacement refers to each new 
forced movement of persons within the 
borders of their country recorded during 
the year because of a disaster. Natural dis-
asters can include floods, epidemics and 
weather-related phenomenon, which 
affect people’s ability to continue in their 
place of residence. 

Cyclone Mocha made landfall along the 
coast of Bangladesh and Myanmar last we -
ek. The cyclone has since resulted in efforts 
to evacuate 500,000 people with ab out 40 
deaths already reported so far. The state of 
West Bengal is on alert for the cyclone, 
though reports in d icate that it is expected 
to spare the state. 

The number of such displaced people 
in India has ranged between 1.3-5 million 
in the last seven years, for which data was 
collated (see chart 1).  There have been sim-
ilar displacements due to natural disasters 
in neighbouring countries including Afgh -
anistan, Pakistan (which saw floods last 
year), and others in the South Asia region.  

Extreme weather events and disasters 
have been on the rise in the region. Data 
from EM-DAT, a database on international 
disasters, shows over 900 disasters have 
struck the region since 2001, a figure 
higher than the disasters for the entire cen-
tury before (see chart 2).  

“Floods triggered 90 per cent of the 
region’s disaster displacements in 2022. 
All countries recorded flood displacement, 
but Pakistan, India, and Bangladesh were 
the most affected,” said the IDMC’s 2023 
Global Report on Internal Displacement. 

The May 2023 report noted that South 
Asia’s cha nging weather patterns are mak-
ing the mo nsoon rains more unpredict-
able. Better forecasting and early warning 
systems wo uld be important as would flex-
ible resp onse planning, it added.
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Source: Internal Displacement Monitoring Centre (IDMC)  
Note: An internal displacement refers to each new 
forced movement of persons within the borders of their 
country recorded during the year because of a disaster  
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A flooded area near Mann Shwe Set Taw pagoda in Magwe Division, central 
Myanmar, caused by cyclone Mocha  PTI

Extreme weather events 
and disasters have been 
on the rise in the region
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1. Interest earned

2. Other Income

3. Total Income (1+2)

4. Interest Expended

5. Operating Expenses

6. Total Expenditure (4+5) excluding provisions and
contingencies

7. Operating Profit before Provisions and Contingencies (3-6)

8. Provisions (other than tax) and Contingencies

9. Profit (+)/ Loss (-) before tax (7-8)

12. Networth#

13. Ratios
(i) Debt Equity Ratio (Debt includes borrowings)
(ii) NPA Ratios 
  a) % of Gross NPA
  b) % of Net NPA

10. Tax expense

11. Net Profit (+)/ Loss (-) for the period (9-10)

(₹ in Crores)

*Adjusted for ARC growth of 29.2%. #Includes Equity Capital + Reserves.
This is a voluntary information in addition to statutory submission/publications made as per requirements.
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