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Washington/New Delhi:
PM Narendra Modi and US
President Joe Biden would
reflect on their shared vision
for a free, open and inclusive
Indo-Pacific and discuss op-
portunities to expand and
consolidate the Quad engage-
ment when the former trav-
els to the US for his first offi-
cial state visit, according to
the Indian side.

Apart from Washington,
PM Modi is also expected to
visit New York and Chicago
during his four-day visit,
which begins on June 21.

President Joe Biden, evi-
dently keen to upgrade al-
ready strong ties with India,
has hosted two state dinners
during his term — for
French President Emma-
nuel Macron in December
2022 and for South Korean
President Yoon Suk Yeol last
month. The last Indian PM
to attend a state dinner at

the White House was Dr
Manmohan Singh in 2009
during the Obama presiden-
cy.

“The upcoming visit will
affirm the deep and close
partnership between the
United States and India and
the warm bonds of  family
and friendship that link
Americans and Indians to-
gether,” the White House said
in a statement announcing
the visit, invoking a personal
people-to-people element to
the trip. “The leaders will dis-
cuss ways to further expand
our educational exchanges
and people-to-people ties, as
well as our work together to
confront common challenges
from climate change to work-
force development and
health security,” the White
House said.

Calling the visit ‘historic’,
the Indian government said:
“The visit will underscore
the growing importance of
the strategic partnership be-

tween India and the US as the
two nations collaborate
across numerous sectors.
The leaders will have the op-
portunity to review strong bi-
lateral ties in various areas
of  mutual interest, including
technology, trade, industry,
education, research, clean
energy, defence, security,
healthcare, and deepening
people-to-people connec-
tions.”

PM Modi and US Presi-
dent Biden will also explore
ways to strengthen India-US
collaboration in plurilateral
and multilateral fora, includ-
ing in the G20, the govern-
ment statement said. Presi-
dent Biden is expected to be
in India for the G20 meeting
in September soon after the
Modi visit. Typically, PM Mo-
di comes to the US on official
working visits, with a com-
munity reception on the side-
lines in one of  the tier one US
citiessuch as New York, San
Francisco and Houston. 

Modi visit to affirm warm India ties: US
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Bengaluru: With most exit
polls on Wednesday predicting
ahung assembly in Karnataka,
the two main parties have al-
ready begun manoeuvring and
manipulation to try and ensure
they have the numbers to form
the next government.

The principal opposition,
Congress, has devised “Oper-
ation Hasta (Kannada for
hand)” to counter BJP’s “Oper-
ation Lotus” if  the saffron par-
ty tries to induce its MLAs to
defect to reach the magic num-
ber (113 in a 224-member
House).

JD(S), projected to emerge
as the third entity this time,
too, is more cautious and is
formulating a strategy to keep
its flock together even while it
monitors BJP’s and Con-
gress’s moves. The regional
outfit expects a 2018-like situa-
tion and is looking to align
with either of  the two nation-
al parties. But its biggest en-
deavour is to prevent an exo-
dus of  newly elected MLAs.

“The two national parties
will definitely try to break our
party as they will not get the re-
quired numbers to form gov-
ernment,” said JD(S) leader
HD Kumaraswamy. “While we
are cautious and are taking
measures to keep our flock to-
gether, we will also ensure no
party will be able to form gov-
ernment without our help.”

Congress chief  Mallikar-
jun Kharge told TOI that BJP
would try to break his party if
Congress gets anything less
than 150 seats. But Congress,
too, has drawn up strategy to
muster the required numbers
in case of  a fractured verdict.
Senior functionaries say talks
are already on with potential
winners from BJP and JD(S).

Hung assembly?
Cong devises 

Op Hasta to foil
BJP’s Op Lotus

New Delhi: The central government on
Wednesday launched the Early Childhood
Care and Education (ECCE) programme in
keeping with the National Education Policy
2020 for all its 13.9 lakh functional anganwa-
dis under the banner “Poshan Bhi Padhai
Bhi” and announced that training pro-
grammes will gradually cover around 13.3
lakh anganwadi workers across states. The
aim is to make these centres a space for pre-
school learning and holistic development
with special focus on children aged 3 to 6 to
make them school ready for grade 1.

There are around 8 crore beneficiary chil-
dren under the age of  6 years in anganwadis
availing supplementary nutrition and ECCE
facilities. Sharing details of  the training pro-
gram for anganwadi workers, women and
child development minister Smriti Irani high-
lighted that Rs 600 crore is proposed to be allo-
cated for the entire training. “The aim is not
just to make anganwadis nutrition hubs but al-
so education imparting centres,” she said. TNN

Govt launches special
anganwadi scheme in 

line with NEP 2020
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Jaipur: PM Narendra Modi
fired a broadside at Con-
gress in poll-bound Rajas-
than on Wednesday as a par-
ty too “selfish” to serve the
people, saying the running
battle between CM Ashok
Gehlot and his former depu-
ty Sachin Pilot was proof  of
a trust deficit between the
leadership and MLAs.

Modi, who was speaking
at a BJP event near Mount
Abu in Sirohi district a day af-
ter Rahul Gandhi’s visit
there, alleged that Congress
had been a divided house in
the state for the longest time,
affecting governance the
most.

“Over the past five years,
politics in Rajasthan has
taken an ugly turn,” the PM
said, alluding to the Pilot-led
revolt against Gehlot in 2020
whose hangover Congress
has been nursing since.

“The focus seems to be
more on gaining and retain-
ing power than serving peo-
ple. The CM and his MLAs
are competing in humiliat-
ing one another. Such a sit-
uation does not bode well for
Rajasthan,” Modi said.

He alleged that law and or-
der in the desert state, which
goes to polls at the end of  the
year, had deteriorated signifi-
cantly, evidenced by crimi-
nals “operating with impuni-
ty as Congress remains en-
slaved to its vote bank and
afraid to take any action
against them”.

“Rajasthan’s crime rate,
which was once relatively
low, has increased sharply
under Congress, with women
being the worst-affected. Tra-
ditional festivals like Teej
have become a source of  anx-
iety and uncertainty for wom-

Gehlot-Pilot spat gives Modi
ammo to target ‘selfish’ Cong

PTI

the four convicts in March.
The PM next spoke of  the

tribal population being “be-
trayed” by Congress. “Tribal
society had placed its trust in
Congress for many years, but
due to their misrule, there
was no development in Siro-
hi, Jaisalmer, Karauli and Ba-
ran.” 

He said Karnataka’s Hak-
ki Pikki tribe, too, had been at
the receiving end of  Con-
gress’s alleged apathy. 

en in the state,” Modi said.
Like he had done while

campaigning in Karnataka,
the PM also charged Con-
gress with being consistently
lenient towards terror “for
the sake of  appeasement”. He
claimed the party was always
ready to support terrorist ide-
ology, citing the “poor prose-
cution” in the Jaipur blasts
case that led to the Rajasthan
HC setting aside a trial
court’s verdict and acquitting

PM Modi during his visit to Rajasthan’s Shrinathji temple on Wednesday

Jaipur: Even as former depu-
ty CM Sachin Pilot is to em-
bark on a five-day padyatra
from Ajmer to Jaipur on
Thursday to highlight corrup-
tion and paper leak issues, Ra-
jasthan Congress in-charge
Sukhjinder Singh Randhawa
has called a meeting of  state
party functionaries, including
PCC chief  Govind Singh Do-
tasra and party co-coordina-
tors, in the national capital on
Friday to discuss the ongoing
feud between CM Ashok Geh-
lot and Pilot.

Earlier, when Pilot ob-
served a daylong fast on April
11, Randhawa termed it anti-
party activity and warned of
action. However, the party’s
top brass was against any pre-
cipitative action with Karna-
taka election round the cor-
ner. The party, however, gave
enough signals to Pilot of  its
disapproval of  his actions by
dropping him from the star
campaigners’ list.

With Karnataka elections
now over, Congress may de-
vote some attention to the fes-
tering problem in Rajasthan,
where elections are due by the
end of  this year. The party
feels that it has good prospec-
ts in the state provided both
the “assets of  the party”
(Gehlot and Pilot), as Rahul
Gandhi put it, work together.
However, it is a far cry. Pilot
has been claiming that he has
been tolerating Gehlot’s in-
sinuations and the party has
to reign in the CM if  it wants
to enforce a truce. However,
Randhawa, who was very vo-
cal during the fast of  Pilot, is
now keeping silent. 

Pilot’s yatra is also said to
gauge the public mood as he
may chart an independent
course if  he is further side-
lined in the party. . TNN

Cong netas to
meet in Delhi

tomorrow over
Gehlot-Pilot feud

Chants of “Modi...Modi” from the crowd during Rajasthan CM
Ashok Gehlot’s speech at an official event in Rajsamand

district’s Nathdwara Wednesday prompted the PM to gesture to
BJP state president C P Joshi to intervene before he stood up
himself and silenced the gathering. As the din subsided, Gehlot
went on to speak about how the opposition should be respected in
ademocracy, hoping the PM would also “move in this direction”.

“Can there be a governing party without the opposition? Only
if there is respect between both will they be able to serve the
country,” the CM said at the launch of projects worth more than
Rs 5,500 crore. On his return to Jaipur, Gehlot said the PM should
have refrained from criticising erstwhile governments in his
presence. 

“Modiji asked why the railway line, electricity line and
medical college were not opened earlier. Probably Modi ji forgot
the kind of well-groomed country he got; he inherited it after 67
years of development. This country was not built in a day.” TNN

With ‘Modi, Modi...’ chant disrupting Gehlot
speech, PM steps in to let Raj CM speak
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Bengaluru: Karnataka de-
livered its highest voter
turnout of  73% in seven dec-
ades in the assembly elec-
tions Wednesday, eclipsing
the previous record of  71.1%
in 2018. Bengaluru Urban
was the laggard in the vot-
ing stakes with 54.5%, even
lower than the 56% polled
five years ago.

Barring skirmishes at

some places that officials
said were swiftly controlled,
there was no major blip in
polling across 224 constitu-
encies in a three-cornered
contest between BJP, Con-
gress and JD(S).

In Vijayapura district, a
mob manhandled an official
and damaged a vehicle car-
rying reserved EVMs, as-
suming the machines were
being transported to rig the
polls. Police arrested 23 peo-
ple for the attack. “Other-
wise, polling was largely
peaceful in all 224 constituen-
cies, and no repoll is indicat-
ed in any of  the 58,545 polling
stations,” the Election Com-
mission said. A birth and a
death occurred in separate
polling booths. A woman de-

the highest polling of  85%.
In a bid to check urban ap-

athy among voters, the Elec-
tion Commission had decid-
ed to hold the poll in the mid-
dle of  the week to prevent
people planning 
an outing by clubbing the
poll-day holiday with the
weekend break. It had also
run an extensive campaign
to encourage voters to 
come out and exercise their
franchise.

At 73%, K’taka records
highest turnout ever

Ramanagara 
Tops With

85%; Voting
Peaceful

AFP

A child with a BSF soldier at a polling booth during the Karnataka
assembly poll in the rural district of Bengaluru on Wednesday
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livered a baby boy soon after
casting her vote at Korla-
gundi village in Kurugodu
taluk of  Ballari district, re-
ports said. Booths also wit-
nessed brides and bride-
grooms voting before tying
the knot. In Bengaluru Ur-
ban, Yeshwantpur seat saw
the highest turnout of  63.7%
and CV Raman Nagar the
lowest at 42.1%. Among the
districts, Ramanagara in the
Old Mysuru region recorded

Saleem.Pandit@timesgroup.com

Srinagar: The National Inves-
tigation Agency (NIA) on
Wednesday attached the prop-
erty of  Fayaz Ahmad Magray,
an accused in the CRPF Group
Centre attack in south Kash-
mir’s Pulwama district in 2017,
under the provisions of  Unlaw-
ful Activities (Prevention) Act.

The property attached un-
der an April 24 order of  a Jam-
mu NIA court included six
shops built on 5.5 marlas of
land at Lethpora. Fayaz Ah-
mad Magray was chargesheet-
ed on August 1, 2018. local and
Pakistani militants of  JeM. 

NIA attaches
shops of key

accused in 2017
J&K attack

The Republic TV-P-Marq poll projected a much more even fight
between the two main contestants with Congress winning 94

to 108 seats and BJP 85 to 100 seats, which would mean a hung
assembly. Exit polls have had a mixed record in the past with
some notable successes and some completely off the mark. The
official results will be available on Saturday, May 13.

Exit poll results have a mixed record
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