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Wanted panel to probe
complaints against
bureaucrats, police: CJI
EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI,OCTOBER1

CHIEF JUSTICE of India N V
RamanasaidFridaythathehada
“lot of reservations” on the “be-
haviour of the bureaucracy and
police”inthecountryandhad,at
one point of time, even thought
offormingacommitteetoexam-
inecomplaintsagainstthem.
“Ihavealotof reservationsat

theway how the bureaucracy,
particularly howpolice officers
are behaving in this country... I
was at one time thinking of cre-
ating a standing committee
headed by Chief Justice of High
Court to examine atrocities and
complaints against bureaucrats,
particularlypoliceofficers...Iwant
toreservethat.Don'twanttodoit
now,"theCJIsaid.
Hemadetheseremarkswhen

the bench, also comprising Jus-
ticesSuryaKantandHimaKohli,
was hearing a petition filed by
suspended Chhattisgarh
Additional DG Gurjinder Pal
Singh,seekingprotectioninacase
of extortion registered by the
statepolice.
FacingtwomoreFIRsinwhich

hewas accused of sedition and
amassingdisproportionateassets,
Singh was granted protection
fromarrest earlier in those cases

bythetopcourt.Heclaimedthat
thecaseswerepartofvendettaby
thestategovernmentsincehedid
not agree to frame the previous
ChiefMinister in a false case.He
also sought a CBI probe into the
cases against him.
The Chhattisgarh police, on

theotherhand,claimedthatdur-
inga raidby theAnti Corruption
Bureau, certain pieces of paper
were found in a drain behind
Singh'sresidenceandwhenthese
werepieced together, theywere
found to be notes against some
government representatives.On
the basis of this, a sedition case
was filed, accusing him of at-
temptstotarnishtheimageofthe
governmentandbreakthepeace.
Theextortioncasewasregis-

teredonthebasisof acomplaint
of an alleged incident dating
backto2015.
HearingthematteronAugust

26, the CJI had described inci-
dents of police personnel under
one dispensation facing the ire
when a different political party
assumes office as a "disturbing
trend”. He said the police them-
selves are responsible for this as
they carry out the directions of
thegovernmentinpower.
“Stateofaffairsinthecountry

issad.Whenapoliticalpartyisin
power,policeofficialssidewitha
particular party. Then, when a
newparty comes to power, the
government initiates action
against those officials. This is a
new trend, which needs to be
stopped," he had said. "This is a
verydisturbingtrendandthepo-
lice department itself is respon-
sibleforthis...Donotsaythatyour
client(Singh)wasfair.Yourclient
musthaveactedasperthedirec-
tions of the government of the
day,” the court had told Senior
AdvocateFaliSNarimanwhoap-
pearedforSingh.
TheCJIrepeatedhisconcerns

whilehearingthematteragainon
September27,statingthatofficers
whofollowthegovernmentdic-
tumwill have to “pay backwith
interest” when rulers change.
“When you are good with the
government,youmayextract,but
then you have to pay backwith
interest when you are on the
otherside,” theCJIsaid.

Chief Justiceof India
NVRamana

SHUBHAJITROY
NEWDELHI,OCTOBER1

INDIAONFridaydecidedthatUK
nationalsarrivingherefromthat
country will have to undergo
mandatory 10-day quarantine
from October 4 (Sunday mid-
night), weeks after the UK im-
posed similar restrictions on
Indiantravellers.
The British travel rules also

kickinfromOctober4.
Thisshowsrequestsfromthe

Indian side, and consequent
changesintheCovid-19vaccina-
tioncertificatesinIndiabyinclud-
ing the date of birth, has not cut
icewiththeBritishauthorities.
Sources said discussions are

“still ongoing”, and if London
moves on the restrictions on
Indian travellers over theweek-
end,NewDelhiwillalsorecipro-
cate.
Asourcesaid,“Ournewregu-

lationswillcomeintoeffectfrom
October4,andwillbeapplicable
to all UKnationals arriving from
theUK.”Thiswill includepeople
of Indian origin aswell, if they
holdaBritishpassport.
Sources said that from

October4,allUKnationalsarriv-
inginIndiafromtheUK,irrespec-
tive of their vaccination status,
willhavetoundertakethefollow-
ingmeasures:

■Pre-departureCovid-19RT-
PCR testwithin 72 hours before
travel,

■RT-PCRtestonarrivalatair-
port,

■RT-PCR test onDay 8 after
arrival,and

■Mandatory quarantine at
home or in destination address
for10daysafterarrival inIndia.
Sources said that authorities

inHealthandCivil aviationmin-
istrieswill take steps to imple-
mentthenewmeasures.
OnThursday,aftertheBritish

authorities raised concerns over
India’svaccinationcertificatefor-
mat,whichresultedininoculated
travellersfromIndiabeingtreated
as unvaccinated, the National
HealthAuthority(NHA)updated
the certification tomake it com-
pliantwiththespecificationsde-
tailed in WHO’s Digital
Documentation of Covid-19
Certificates: Vaccination Status
format.
Thismainly includes display

ofthevaccinatedperson’sdateof
birth onher/his vaccination cer-

tificate. “Building aworld-class
digital platform for vaccination,
wehave ensuredCoWIN certifi-
cation is compliant with the
WHO-DDCC:VSdata dictionary.
Now,internationaltravellerscan
download an international ver-
sion of their certificate that re-
flects their date of birth from
CoWIN,” NHA CEO R S Sharma
tweetedonThursday.
ButtheBritishauthoritiesare

yettoliftthequarantinerulesfor
Indiantravellers. In theUK,deci-
sions on vaccine recognition are
madebyministers,takingintoac-
countpublichealth factors.New
Delhi hopes that the reciprocal
measureswouldexpeditethebu-
reaucraticprocess inLondon.
When contacted, a British

HighCommissionspokesperson
saidonFriday,“TheUKiscontin-
uing towork on expanding the
policytocountriesandterritories
across the globe in a phased ap-
proach.Wearecontinuingtoen-
gage with the Government of
Indiaontechnicalcooperationto
expandUKrecognitionofvaccine
certificationtopeoplevaccinated
by a relevant public health body
inIndia.”
The spokesperson said, “The

UKisopentotravelandwe’real-
readyseeingalotofpeoplegoing
fromIndiatotheUK,beittourists,
businesspeopleorstudents.Over
62,500 student visas have been
issued in the year ending June
2021,which is an increase of al-
most30%...”

UKNATIONALSTOUNDERGOQUARANTINEAFTERARRIVING IN INDIAFROMUK

Thetravel ruleskick in from
Sundaymidnight. File
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TRACKING THE SECOND SURGE

NEWCASES: 23,412
ACTIVE CASES:2,74,607
VACCINATIONS:89,02,08,007

DAILY DEATHS
237

TOTALDEATHS
4,48,576

WEEKLY CFR
0.92%

OVERALL CFR
1.34%

TESTS TODAY: 15,15,529 | TOTAL TESTS: 57,19,92,867

WEEKLY POSITIVITY: 1.60% | OVERALL POSITIVITY: 5.91%

STATESREPORTINGMOSTCASES

STATE NEW ACTIVE WEEKLY TOTAL
CASES CASES POSITIVITY VACCINATION

■Kerala 13,834 143,002 14.03% 3,56,38,939

■Maharashtra 3,105 36,371 1.48% 8,18,94,965

■TamilNadu 1,597 17,099 1.08% 4,72,07,110

■Mizoram 1,170 15,684 17.94% 11,38,228

■AndhraPradesh 809 11,142 1.80% 4,10,96,858

STATESREPORTINGMOSTDEATHS

STATE TODAY’S TOTAL WEEKLY OVERALL
DEATHS DEATHS CFR CFR

■Kerala 95 25,261 0.64% 0.57%

■Maharashtra 54 1,42,698 1.50% 2.19%

■TamilNadu 25 35,603 1.30% 1.35%

■Karnataka 13 37,807 1.67% 1.27%

■WestBengal 13 18,806 1.84% 1.21%

Note:DataasonOct1;vaccinationnumbersasofSept30.Deaths includethosefrompreviousdays.

India reciprocates UKCovid curbs

MOHAMEDTHAVER
MUMBAI,OCTOBER1

NYSACOMMUNICATIONS—the
agency that was contracted by
theMaharashtragovernmentin
February to conduct the health
department'sGradeCandDre-
cruitment examinations that
werecontroversiallypostponed
—was prohibited from submit-
tingatenderbythegovernment
last December on allegations
that itwasblacklisted.
The Maharashtra govern-

ment came in for criticismafter
the exams were called off on
September25and26, leavingin
the lurch8.5 lakh applicants for
nearly 6,200posts in thehealth
department.
The exams, conducted after

a gap of five years, had to be
calledoffatthelastmomentbe-
cause of a large scale goof-up
overexamcentresandhall tick-
ets.
HealthMinisterRajeshTope,

whowas criticised for thepost-
ponement, had blamed Nysa
Communications, saying that
the department had a limited
role in conducting the exams.
Allegingascaminawarding the
contract,theOppositionhadde-
manded aCBI or CIDprobe into
thematter.

Agency at centre
of Maharashtra
recruitment
exam row was
‘blacklisted’

Lucknow


