
NEW DELHI : The National Com-
mission for Women (NCW) on
Tuesday said that charge sheets
have been filed in all the three
FIRs registered against Dasna
Devi temple priest Swami Yati
Narsinghanand Saraswati in UP
for allegedly making derogatory
remarks against Hindu women.

A purported video clip of the
priest circulating on social
media showed him sitting inside
the premises of the temple and
making obnoxious comments on
the relationship of Hindu
women with the people of
another religion. The NCW held
a hearing in the matter on Tues-
day in which Uttar Pradesh DGP,
ADG Meerut and SSP Ghaziabad
were present in the hearing.

“The officials informed Chair-
person Rekha Sharma that
charge sheet has been filed in all
the 3 FIRs against Yati Narsing-
hanand & the matter is now
before court of law,” the NCW
tweeted. PTI

‘CHARGE SHEET 
FILED IN 3 FIRS 
LODGED AGAINST 
NARSINGHANAND’

HT Correspondent

letters@htlive.com

LUCKNOW:  Due to a spike in
Covid-19 cases, universities,
both government and private,
are slowly switching to conduct
remaining exams in online
mode or have deferred them
for later dates waiting for the
situation to ease.

Following a protest by a
large number of students
across the state in the recent
past, Dr APJ Abdul Kalam
Technical University has

decided to conduct practical
exams and project work in
online mode from January 14 to
23. Earlier, the university faced
criticism from students for
conducting all the theory
papers in offline mode.

AKTU controller of exams,
Anurag Tripathi, on Tuesday,
has written a letter to all the
directors and principals of affil-
iated colleges in this regard.
The letter reads in view of the
prevailing Covid situation
across the state, the university
has decided to hold practical
exams and projects online.

In another development,
Integral University, Lucknow,
postponed all its ongoing end
semester examinations, imme-
diately, for the rest of the
courses for second-year stu-
dents and onwards due to a
surge in Covid cases in UP and
Lucknow. The revised schedule

for the remaining exams will
be announced soon.

University of Lucknow is yet
to make a decision about its
upcoming exams to begin later
this month. However, due to
Makar Sankranti, which is a
public holiday, the university
has postponed its January 14
exam to January 27.

{ COVID-19 EFFECT }

Univs scramble to shift 

exams to online mode
AKTU will conduct 
practical exams 
online, while Integral 
Univ has postponed 
its ongoing exams. LU 
yet to take a decision 

FOLLOWING A 
PROTEST BY  
LARGE NUMBER OF 
STUDENTS, AKTU 
HAS DECIDED TO 
CONDUCT 
PRACTICAL EXAMS 
AND PROJECT 
WORK IN ONLINE 
MODE FROM 
JANUARY 14 TO 23

LUCKNOW:  The incessant winter
rain in more than 50 districts
(some of which even received
hailstorms) in the past one week
is believed to have caused wide-
spread loss to crops, especially in
Bundelkhand, prompting the
government to order assessment
and help farmers accordingly. 

“We have asked insurance
companies to compensate for
the loss that insured farmers
have suffered as quickly as possi-
ble, after receiving representa-
tion from the farmers con-
cerned,” ACS, agriculture,
Devesh Chaturvedi said. “Till
Monday, more than 800 claims
were received on the portal and
insurance companies are dispos-
ing of the same even as more
claims are coming,” he added. 

He said the department of rev-
enue was conducting surveys
separately in districts and the

government would provide com-
pensation to farmers after the
loss assessment reports were
received.  “The winter rain has,
no doubt, destroyed crops like
pulses, oilseeds, potato etc but is
also understood to be good for
the wheat crop,” he said. 

As per the rainfall status
available with the agriculture
department, 58 of 75 districts
received winter rain at 6.4 mm
that is 514.8% of the normal.
Chitrakoot, Hamirpur and Lalit-
pur districts, all in Bundelkhand,
received the highest rainfall till
January 10. Region-wise also,
Bundelkhand has received the
highest amount of rainfall, that
is, 1456% of the normal. “Pulses
and oil seeds are prominent
crops of Bundelkhand and these
are the worst-hit by winter rain,”
said an official.  HTC

Winter rain hits crops 
in many districts, govt 
assessing loss 
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LUCKNOW:  The high court
administration has decided to
list only urgent cases for hear-
ing and defer all other matters
due to spurt in Covid-19. 

As the high court switched to
only virtual mode of hearing
from Monday from hybrid
mode (offline and online), the
court administration has listed
its priorities. 

It has decided that regular
cases will not be listed for hear-
ing till further orders. In Luc-
know high court, some cases,
including the ongoing hearing
of the Hathras case and the
petition related with misbehav-
iour of lawyers with the addi-
tional chief judicial magistrate
are most likely not to be listed
till further orders of the court.

“The high court administra-
tion has taken the decision to
not list regular cases for hear-
ing. But all cases related with
bail orders or anticipatory bail
will be listed for hearing,” said
Rakesh Chaudhary, president,
Awadh Bar Association, Luc-
know high court. 

“Old cases will not be taken
up for hearing unless they are

related with release of peti-
tioner who is in custody,” he
said. 

“In case of civil matters, the
court has decided to not take
up old cases unless urgency
application is filed and allowed
by the court,” added Chaud-
hary. 

“Those civil matters will also
be listed for hearing dates of
which have already been fixed
by the court,” said Chaudhary.

The high court administra-
tion has issued separate guide-
lines for district courts. 

The high court has ordered
that in criminal cases, no
adverse order will be passed
and no coercive action will be
taken in the absence of parties
concerned. 

“The district judge will
ensure minimal entry of court

staff in court. The district judge
will exercise discretion in
deciding number of staff,
assigning duty by way of rota-
tion, fixing days on weekly
basis and time-slots,” said the
high court. 

Covid-19: High court to 
hear only urgent cases 

30 COMPUTERS 
INSTALLED 
The Lucknow high court 
administration has 
installed 30 computers at 
the mediation centre on 
the court campus for 
virtual hearing of cases. 

“On the request of the
Awadh Bar Association, 
the high court 
administration has 
installed 30 computers at 
the mediation centre. 
Those lawyers who do not 
have laptops or are facing 
network issue can use 
them for virtual hearing,” 
said Chaudhary. 

The high court will also
use WebEx system for 
online hearing of cases 
from Wednesday. At 
present, the Supreme 
Court is using this system 
for virtual hearing of cases

LAKHIMPUR KHERI : The second
bail applications of seven
accused named in FIR number
219/2021 related to the killing of
four farmers and a journalist in
the October 3 Tikunia violence
case in Lakhimpur Kheri dis-
trict were moved in the court of
the district and sessions judge
here on Tuesday. The Tikunia
violence last year had claimed
eight lives in which two FIRs
(219 and 220) had been lodged.

Giving this information, DGC
Arvind Tripathi said the district
court fixed January 20 as the
date of hearing on their bail
applications. HTC

{ LAKHIMPUR CASE }

2ND BAIL PLEAS OF 
SEVEN ACCUSED 
MOVED IN DIST 
JUDGE COURT

National capital amid mist

A layer of fog engulfs Vijay Chowk in New Delhi on Tuesday. ANI

The US has approved import of mangoes and 
pomegranates from India and secured New Delhi’s 
approval to supply of cherries, alfalfa hay, pork and 
pork products to India, the two governments said in 
separate statements. The export of Indian mangoes 
and pomegranates to the US is in accordance with a 
recent agreement between India’s Department of 
Agriculture & Farmers Welfare and the US 
Department of Agriculture (USDA) for implementing 
the “2 Vs 2 Agri market access” issues, the commerce 
ministry said in a statement. “Under the agreement, 
India and the US would follow joint protocol on 
irradiation for India’s mango exports and 
pomegranate exports to the US and import of 
cherries and Alfalfa hay from the US,” it added.  The 
agreement was signed in pursuant to the 12th India-
US Trade Policy Forum (TPF) meeting held on 
November 23, 2021. →P7

{ WORLD } TRADE BREAKTHROUGH

US allows import of 
mangoes from India

Virat Kohli made 79 on his return from a back 
injury in the only real resistance as India were bowled 
out for 223 after choosing to bat first in the series-
deciding final Test against South Africa. Kohli was the 
second-to-last wicket to fall for India on the opening 
day, when South Africa pacer Kagiso Rabada took 
four wickets and Marco Jansen three. They gave the 
Proteas the slight advantage in the series finale at 
Newlands in Cape Town, although the fast bowlers 
on both sides have been the dominant force in all 
three matches so far. So, South Africa’s batsmen still 
had a challenge in front of them before the home 
team could really claim control. Jasprit Bumrah struck 
before stumps for India to remove South Africa 
captain Dean Elgar for three. South Africa was 17-1 at 
the close and 206 runs behind. →P12

{ CAPE TOWN } THIRD TEST

Kohli scores 79 in 
India’s 223 all out

The seven-member expert committee set up by the Supreme 
Court to assess the value of trees cut for development projects on non-
forest land has recommended a tree conservation authority be set up at 
the state and local levels for overseeing compensatory afforestation 
and to act as custodians of public-owned trees on non-forest land 
(PTNFL). Submitting a 184-page report to the top court last week, the 
committee assigned the task of assessing the value of PTNFL said, 
“Though this Committee favours a cost-based approach, it agrees that a 
benefit-based approach based on net present value (NPV) criteria is a 
better way of assessing the value and making developers pay, as is 
proposed for land-use change. However, a paucity of studies providing 
information and data impedes its application in the Indian context.” It 
recommended a large-scale national research project to conduct a 
species-specific tree ecosystem service valuation to arrive at their NPV, 
considering the same as functions of age, girth-at-breast, height, etc. HTC

{ MY INDIA } TO ASSESS VALUE OF TREES CUT

Need local, state-level tree 
conservation bodies: SC told

Legendary singer Lata Mangeshkar has tested 
positive for Covid-19 with mild symptoms and is 
undergoing treatment at a city hospital here, her 
niece said on Tuesday. The 92-year-old veteran, also 
known as the ‘Nightingale of India’, was admitted to 
the ICU of Breach Candy hospital in south Mumbai 
two days ago. “She is mild Covid positive. 
Considering her age, doctors advised us that she 
should be in the ICU because she requires constant 
care. And we cannot take a chance. As a family, we 
want the best and want to ensure she has 24X7 care,” 
Mangeshkar’s niece Rachna Shah told PTI. “She will 
be fine. But she is going to take a while because of 
her age. And also, Covid-19 takes seven days...” she 
added. Treating physician Dr Pratit Samdani said that 
the veteran singer has bilateral Covid pneumonia. 
“We have admitted her in the ICU (ICU) and are 
closely observing her,” Dr Samdani told HT. →HT City

{ MY INDIA } ‘SYMPTOMS MILD’

Lata Mangeshkar in 
hospital with Covid

India on Tuesday successfully test-fired a naval 
variant of the advanced supersonic BrahMos cruise 
missile from a stealth guided-missile destroyer of the 
Indian Navy. The Defence Research and Development 
Organisation (DRDO) said the missile hit the 
designated target “precisely”. “Advanced sea to sea 
variant of BrahMos Supersonic Cruise missile was 
tested from INS Visakhapatnam today. Missile hit the 
designated target ship precisely,” the DRDO tweeted. 
Defence minister Rajnath Singh said the successful 
launch of the missile reconfirmed the robustness of 
the Indian Navy’s “mission readiness”. “The 
robustness of @indiannavy mission readiness is 
reconfirmed today after successful launch of the 
advanced version of BrahMos Missile from INS 
Vishakhapatnam today...” Singh tweeted. AGENCIES

{ MY INDIA } SUCCESSFUL

Advanced version 
of BrahMos tested
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