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CHANDIGARH:  The Punjab and
Haryana High Court granted
interim bail to Shiromani Akali
Dal leader Bikram Singh
Majithia on Monday in the NDPS
case against him.

The leader’s counsel, Daman-
bir Singh Sobti, said Majithia will
join the investigation at 11 am on
Wednesday. 

“After seeing all the records,
the HC gave directions that this
is a case where he can join the
investigation and when he joins
the investigation, he will not be
arrested,” Sobti told reporters.

The court has fixed January 18
as the next date of hearing in the
matter, he said.

The SAD has been alleging
that the FIR against Majithia is a
result of “political vendetta”.

Reacting to the relief granted
to Majithia, SAD chief Sukhbir
Singh Badal, in a tweet, said “jus-
tice prevails”, while his wife
Harsimrat Kaur Badal said
“truth always triumphs, no mat-
ter how big the lie is”.

MAJITHIA GETS 
INTERIM BAIL 
IN DRUGS CASE

SAD leader Bikram Singh 
Majithia 

Clergymen have referred to the
attacks that took place over
Christmas during religious
gatherings in Goa.

Lobo said the BJP no longer
values the contribution of grass-
roots workers. “Many came to
me to complain. There will be
ups and downs in a party but
there cannot be a ‘lock, stock,
and barrel’ replacement of
workers,” Lobo said. “I have
been saying this for a long time
but nobody was willing to listen.
I felt we were sidelined.”

Lobo said he is in talks with
other political parties but yet to
take a decision on his plans.

Lobo’s resignation came a
day after Congress leader
Digambar Kamat said the
former was in touch with the
party leadership induction into
the party. State BJP chief Sadan-
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PANAJI:  Goa minister Michael
Lobo and lawmaker Pravin Zan-
tye on Monday quit the ruling
Bharatiya Janata Party on Mon-
day, taking to four the number
of legislators from the party to
have quit since December 17
even as the state head into
assembly polls on February 14.

Lobo, who is expected to join
the Congress, said he was upset
with the functioning of the
party, especially the manner in
which the grassroots-level
workers are treated.

A vocal member of chief min-
ister Pramod Sawant’s cabinet,
Lobo is the third Christian law-
maker after Alina Saldanha and
Carlos Almeida to have left the
BJP citing changes in the party’s
functioning following former
chief minister Manohar Parri-
kar’s death in 2019. Christians
account for a little over 25% of
the state’s population.

Lobo’s departure also indi-
cates unease among the BJP’s
Christian MLAs especially in the
light of attacks on Christians in
neighbouring Karnataka that
has not gone unnoticed among
the state’s minority population.

and Shet Tanavade said Lobo’s
departure would not make any
difference to the party. “All this
time he was only physically
present in the party. We consid-
ered him as having left. We did
not dismiss him out of defer-
ence...”

Jatin Naik, a political analyst,
said Lobo’s departure will
weaken the BJP in the political-
ly-significant Bardez taluka,
which sends seven lawmakers
to the 40-member state assem-
bly. “The BJP is on the backfoot
and with this development,
party’s ability to win a simple
majority on its own is signifi-
cantly diminished.”

Lobo, who represented the
Calangute constituency, plans
to field his wife from the neigh-
bouring Siolim constituency.

Zantye, a cashew nut baron
who represented the Maem con-
stituency, is the son of Harish
Zantye, a Congress Member of

Parliament from North Goa
from 1991 to 1996. He quit Con-
gress after he was denied a
ticket for the 2012 assembly
polls and joined the BJP ahead
of the 2017 elections.

Zantye said he joined the BJP
based on the assurances of Par-
rikar and that the party is not
the same today. He blamed the
government’s failure to restart
mining and providing jobs in
his constituency. “I will be join-
ing the Maharashtrawadi
Gomantak Party (MGP),” he
added. The Congress emerged
as the single-largest party in the
state in 2017 with 17 seats in the
40-member assembly. But it
was unable to form the govern-
ment. The BJP, which won 13
seats, managed to form the gov-
ernment in with the MGP, the
Goa Forward Party (GFP), and
two independents. In 2019, 10
Congress lawmakers defected
and gave the BJP a comfortable
majority in the assembly.

MGP has since quit the BJP-
led alliance and has tied up with
the Trinamool Congress. The
GFP is now a Congress ally. And
26 of the 40 legislators elected
in 2017 are no longer with the
party on whose ticket they con-
tested. 

Goa minister Lobo, another 
MLA quit BJP before polls 

LOBO SAID THE BJP 
NO LONGER 
VALUES THE 
CONTRIBUTION OF 
GRASSROOTS 
WORKERS

NEW DELHI:  The Delhi high court
on Monday observed that even 
though there can be no compro-
mise on the bodily autonomy of a 
woman, marital rape cannot be 
treated as a prosecutable offence 
because of the qualitative differ-
ence between a marital and non-
marital relationship.

Describing the difference, Jus-
tice C Hari Shankar said a marital
relationship holds an expectation
and also a legal right for reasona-
ble sexual relation from the 
spouse.  “In a marital relationship,
there is a qualitative difference. 
There is an expectation of a conju-
gal relationship of both parties. 
When a party gets married, a per-
son has an expectation and to a 
certain extent, the legal right also 
to express normal sexual relation-
ship with your partner. Because if
it is denied, it can lead to civil con-
sequences and can also lead to 
divorce,”Justice C Hari Shankar 
said. 

He added that qualitative differ-
ence has a part to play in the 
exception that has been added to 
the Section 375 of IPC.

Exceptions to Section 375 IPC
(rape) decriminalises marital rape
and mandates that sexual inter-
course by a man with his own 
wife, the wife not being under 15 
years of age, is not rape.

The judge, however, clarified
that he was neither expressing his
final opinion on the petitions nor 
examining whether marital rape 
should be punished at this stage.

Justice Shankar, who was hear-
ing a bunch of pleas filed in 2018 
seeking to criminalise marital 
rape, along with Justice Rajiv 
Shakdher, observed that a non-
marital relation, no matter how 
close, cannot be compared with a
marital relationship.

“If the legislature feels that
where parties are married, we 
should not categorize this as rape
as it would be categorised in a case
where parties are unmarried and 
the man says I want to have it (sex)
then it is a matter of force. You are
not exercising any right which is 
socially or legally in any manner 
given to you. Here (marriage) the 
man is exercising what he believes
to be the conjugal right,” Justice 
Shankar said. 

He emphasised that the offence
of rape was punishable with 10 
years imprisonment, and the issue
of removal of marital rape exemp-
tion required serious considera-
tion. “There is no compromise 
with a woman’s right to sexual and
bodily integrity. A husband has no
business to compel. (But) the court
can’t ignore what happens when 
we knock it (marital rape excep-
tion) off,” Justice Shankar said.

The court was hearing PILs by
NGOs RIT Foundation, All India 
Democratic Women’s Association
and two individuals who have 
sought striking down the excep-
tion in the law arguing that it dis-
criminated against married 
women who were sexually 
assaulted by their husbands.

The judge also expressed his
reservations with regard to the use
of the term marital rape , saying 
that every act of rape has to be 
punished and the repeated use of 
marital rape to define any form of
an unwilling sexual relationship 
between a husband and a wife was
a “pre-decision” (jumping to a con-
clusion).

“There is no (concept of) mari-
tal rape in India... If it is rape mari-
tal, non-marital or any kind, it has
to be punished. Repeated use of 
the word, according to me, obfus-
cates the actual issue,” he said.

Advocate Karuna Nundy,
appearing for the NGOs, argued 
that the marital rape exception 
created an anomaly as it was 
under-inclusive (not included) and
violated the Constitution.

She contended that the exemp-
tion violated the right to dignity 
and sexual autonomy of women, 
and that there were thousands of 
victims who approached her cli-
ents for protection.

In 2018, the Delhi government,
in its response, told the predeces-
sor bench hearing the case -- 
headed by then acting chief jJus-
tice Gita Mittal -- that wherever a 
spouse indulged in sexual rela-
tions without the willingness of 
the other, it was already an offence
under IPC, and a woman was enti-
tled to refuse sexual relations with
her husband under the right to 
bodily integrity and privacy as per
Article 21 (protection of life and 
personal liberty) of the Constitu-
tion. HTC

No compromise on right to 
bodily integrity: HC on rape 

CHENNAI:  The Tamil Nadu gov-
ernment on Monday permitted
the conduct of Jallikattu, a popu-
lar traditional bull-taming sport
in the state amid stringent Cov-
id-19 guidelines. According to an
order issued by government, all
players, spectators and officials
in charge of conducting the
event will be required to produce
a fully vaccinated certificate,  an
RT-PCR test negative report at
least 48-hrs before the event.HTC

FULL VACCINATION 
MUST FOR 
JALLIKATTU 
PARTICIPATION

NEW DELHI:  Amid a marked
resurgence of Covid-19 infec-
tions across the country, several
ministers and political leaders
tested positive for the virus on
Monday.

Defence minister Rajnath
Singh, Bihar chief minister Nit-
ish Kumar and his Karnataka
counterpart Basavaraj Bommai,
Bharatiya Janata Party J P
Nadda and Union minister of
state for defence and tourism
Ajay Bhatt announced that they
had contracted the virus.

In a tweet, Singh said he has
“mild symptoms” and is under
home quarantine. “I have tested
positive for Corona today with
mild symptoms. I am under
home quarantine. I request
everyone who have recently
come in my contact to isolate
themselves and get tested,” the
Union minister tweeted. 

Similarly, Bihar chief minis-
ter’s office confirmed that he
was infected.

“Respected chief minister
Nitish Kumar was found Covid
positive during the test. He is in
home isolation on the advice of
doctors. He has appealed to
everyone to take Covid precau-

tions,” a tweet from the CMO’s
Twitter handle said.

Notably, on January 3, sev-
eral attendees of Kumar’s ‘Janta
Ke Durbar Mein Mukhyaman-
tri’ programme had tested posi-
tive for the contagion. A day
later, many ministers, including
both deputy chief ministers
Tarkishore Prasad and Renu
Devi tested positive just ahead
of a cabinet meeting. 

Bommai said he has tested
positive for Covid-19, with mild
symptoms. “I have tested posi-
tive for Covid-19 today with mild
symptoms. My health is fine, I
am under home quarantine. I
request everyone who have
recently come in my contact to
isolate themselves and get
tested,” Bommai tweeted.

Nadda, meanwhile, urged
those who came in his contact
recently to get themselves tested
for the virus. “I got my Covid-19
test done after witnessing initial
symptoms. My report has come
positive. I am feeling fine now,”
he tweeted. 

Bhatt tweeted: “I have tested
positive for Covid with mild
symptoms. Have isolated myself
at home.” HTC

Rajnath, Bommai, 
Nitish, Nadda test 
positive for Covid
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No.

Name ofWork Amount put
toTender

E/Money
(EMD)

Tender Fee
(Non-Refundable)

Date of release of
Tender/Tender Id.

Last date/time
of receipt of

tender
1. Replacement of old and damaged 600 mm

dia brick barrel by 600 mm dia NP4 RCC-
HDPE pipe by Micro tunneling from Parade
ground parking to Shri Balaji Mandir, Chandni
Chowk under AEE(M)-20.

R
47,09,959/-

R
94,200/-

R
500/-

Dt. 07.01.2022
2022_DJB_214358_1

21.01.2022
Upto 3.00 PM

Further details in this regard can be seen at https://govtprocurement.delhi.gov.in
ISSUED BY P.R.O. (WATER) (P. C. Sharma)
Advt. No. J.S.V. 986 (2021-22) Asst. Executive Engineer(T)M-5

“STOP CORONA:Wear Mask, Follow Physical
Distancing, Maintain Hand Hygiene”

NNOORRTTHH CCEENNTTRRAALL RRAAIILLWWAAYY,, PPRRAAYYAAGGRRAAJJ
NO-182-Med/CNB-2022/Ultrasound
Dated : 05.01.2022

CMS/SDH/CNB

ADVERT I SEMENT FOR OUTSOURC ING THE

ULTRASOUND SERVICES SUB. DIVISIONAL RAILWAY

HOSPITAL, KANPUR

CMS/NORTH CENTRAL RAILWAY/KANPUR is inviting

applications from qualified radiologists and running Radio

Diagnostics Centers for out sourcing in investigation of

interested radiologist and Radio Diagnostics Center owner

need to apply within 15 (fifteen) days at CGHS Rates of

N.A.B.L./Non N.A.B.L. (Aproved rate for NCR2014 update

20th April 2021) publication of this ADVERTISEMENT,

Application form available from Sub.Div.Hospital office at 10

'O' Clock to 5pm any working day.

Information of technical guidelines & criteria available in

application form.
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